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do, it does not make it criminal to do it promptly. No,
gentlemen! That was a time when the honr and the man
arrived together. He struck while the iron was white hot
on the anvil of opportunity, and forged as perfect a bit of
honest statecraft as this generation has seen."

A complete justification of the course pursued .by the
President was afforded by Elihu Boot in an address which
he delivered before the Union League Club of Chicago on
February 22, 1904. In this address Mr. Boot showed that
under the Constitution of the United States of Colombia,
adopted in 1863, the State of Panama had been vested with
"absolute and unqualified sovereignty"; that she had never
legally lost this sovereignty but had been deprived of it by
force in 1886 by Baf ael Nunez, President of Colombia, who
had declared that the "Constitution of 1863 no longer ex-
ists." What Nunez did was thus described by Mr. Boot:

"He put Panama under martial law, not during the civil
war, but after its close, and appointed a governor of the
state. He also appointed governors for the other states
in the Confederation. He then directed these governors
to appoint delegates to a constitutional convention; and the
delegates thus appointed framed what is known as the
Constitution of 1886. The two delegates appointed to rep-
resent Panama in this convention were residents of Bogota.
Neither of them ever resided in Panama, and one of them
never had set foot in Panama. The pretended constitution
thus framed by the appointees of Nunez was declared to be
adopted without compliance with a single one of the requi-
sites prescribed by the Constitution of 1863 for its amend-
ment. It robbed the people of Panama of every vestige of
self-government. It gave them a governor to be appointed
by the president at Bogota, and he, in turn, appointed all
the administrative officers of the department. It left to
the other states their legislatures, but it took away from
Panama its legislature and subjected the Isthmus directly in
all things to the legislative authority of the Congress at Bo-
gota, It provided that the president might at any time, in